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REMARKS OF GEN. SAUNDERS,
Delivered at the Rail Road Meeting in Raleigh, on
the 19th February, 1850. -~

Gexn. Sauxpers commenced by ugmg that he
joyfully embraced this opportunity to address his fel-
Jow-citizens of the county of Wake, on this momen-
tous and (as it seemed to him) all-important ques-
tion to them. He wished his coarse to be distinctly
understood, and he gladly accepted this occasion to
explain it. He could, he thought, understand the
motives of those who did not or could not subscribe to
the contemplated Rail Road, to promote the interest
of which this meeting was held; but he confessed it
was beyond his comprehension to understand how
any here in this community could be opposed to it.
It seemed to him that such portion of the citizens of
Raleigh and the county of Wake as opposed the con-
struction of the North Carolina Central Rail Road,
were in direct opposition to their own best interests.
He had travelled much over this and the adjoining
States, and had observed with disinterested eye the
whole system of their Rail Roads and their influence
and effects in the communities in which they were
located. He was clearly of opinion they had been
highly beneficial wherever their influence had spread
or their operation had been felt. .

The Central Road now proposed to be built, and
which it was his earnest and sincere wish to promote,
was one which peculiarly recommended itself to every
true and genuine patriot and well-wisher of the best
interest of the good old North State. It would tap
five of herprincipal Rivers: the Catawba, the Yadkin,
the Cape Fear, the Neuse and the Tar. Each of them
with their tributaries would yield up their rich pro-
ducts to its great thoroughfare, to be distributed for
the benefit of our citizens all along the line, or poured
out in the lap of Commerce to be exchanged for gold
or bartered for the produce of other climes in our ris-
ing Sea Board Towns. He then went on to explain
and commend the action of the last Legislature in re-
jecting what is usually termed the Charter for the
Danville Rail Road, and commented at some length
on the high and patriotic course of that body in grant-
ing so liberal a Charter for a truly North Carolina
Rail Road. It was intended, and must yield the
greatest good to the greatest number—thus securing
by a single and combined object the general welfare
of the whole people. He then went on to explain
the action of the Greensborongh and Salisbury Con-
ventions—that the stockholders were to have the

reference in taking contracts, and those of the 100
in either taking of contracts or of transfering to such
as might wish to become contractors. He illustrated
this explanation by the practical and successful ap-
plication of the principle as carried out in South Car-
olina. He spoke from the record, and referred to the
Report of the President of the Greenville Road, and
demonstrated that if in South Carolina they could build
a Road on such a principle and at such rates, it would
follow as a necessarv consequence that we could.
Our location was as favorable, our people as patriotic |
and enterprising, our material as convenient and as |
cheap, and he was sure that we had one great decided
advantage. They had to purchase their right of ways
at an enormous cost, and he was assured that the pat-
riotic citizens along the line of our contemplated
Road, would nt to the Company the right of way
at comparatively no costat all. This, he was assared,
would be the case, and if so, would # far not only
in showing the popular light in which the Road was
regarded, but would conduce, in 2 great degree, to
the completion of the enterprize within the amount
of stock authorized by the Charter, which he rega_rd-
ed as essentially necessary, and as fully warranting
the certain profitableness of the work. He did not
perceive how it could be possible, for the cost of
construction of the road to exceed the capital stock,
unless the Iron should unexpectedly rise much higher
than it now was. Several Roads had lately purchas-
ed at and about $50 per Ton, and there was a greater
probability of its falling short of than exceeding that
sum, and if we could get it at that price, he regarded
it as a fixed fact that the Road could be and would be
built for a sum not exceeding the amount of its capi-
tal stock. There was now, as he supposed, lacking
sbout eight to make up the hundred or $80,000 of
the stock unsubscribed—of this $10,000 he learned,
would be raised in Petersburg, leaving but $10,000
to be raised to secure the Charter. This amount was
now proposed to be raised by five more Companies
of $8,000 each, to be worked out in stock, or by in-
dividuals to be worked out or not at their option. He
would then call upon the farmers here and elsewhere
to answer him, whether by taking $5,000 in stock
and working out a contract for $15,000, they would
not make more clear money in the end, even suppos-
ing the stock of no value, than if they worked their
hands on their own farms. For such a contract they
would receive $5,000 in stock and $10,000 in cas!'l.
and on estimated work which they could engage in
understandingly, and by each day’s labor know how
much they were making by the hand. The objection
that there were not many negroes, if true in fact, was
not a valid one, for a contractor with a few hands
could take a shorter line, which would put the En-
gineer to but little trouble to make out as occasion
required. In the construction of the part of the Road
through Wake, there would necessarily be disbursed
among her citizens between $400,000 and $500,000.
Could such an amount of money putin circalation
fail to benefit all her citizens? Some part of it would

fill the pockets of her poorest farmers, for it would
create 2 demand for all the necessaries of life, and
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of debt, with the best T iron,and would pass through
as fertile a country as we had. Itcould not fall short
of 6 per cent. dividend. .

The Real Estate in North Carolina was assessed
by the United States in 1813 to $53,500,000 ; by the

oard of Assessors in 1836, to $55,000,000. is
valuation was increased, under the plan recommended
by Gov. Graham, in 1847, to $66,430,000—thus
showing, in over 30 years, a small increase of 12
millions—while in several of the towns of Massachu-
getts, where Rail' Roads had been built, the rise in
real estate had progressed as rapidly as 1,000,000 per
year. We must rise higher, or the inevitable result
would be to sink lower, yes, still lower, than we have
ever been before. Since the commencement of the
Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, Baltimore itself has

| rapidly progressed, while the real estate in and around

it has proportionably risen in value. Another objec-
tion sometimes urged against the Central Road is,
that it will tend to put down the home market. He
held the reverse to be the case. It certainly would
build up the Cotton market, and as to Pork, e could
not perceive how it would operate adversely toit. In
most of the inland towns west of this, Pork, during
the past winter, commanded about the same price as
it did here. In this place he would allude to what he
witnessed a short time since. In the steamboat in
which he was a passenger from Newbern to Goldsbo-
rough, he saw a large quantity of Flour and Pickled
Pork from the North and destined to be consumed in
North Carolina. He deprecated such a state ofthings.
Why, we could make at home as good an article of
Flour 2nd Pickled Pork as any where, and all we re-

uire to bring it into existence, was to build the

‘entral Road, when it could be conveyed to market.
A gentleman from what is called the ** dark corner,”
had offered him some very nice,good butter, and under
instructions from his wife, he could not take less than

20 cents per pound. The General offered the market | P

price, which is 15 cents. The gentleman was lucky
enough to make sale of two or three pounds at 20
cents, but had to carry the rest back home. When
the Rail Road was completed, such would not be the
case, for such butter then would commagd as good a
price as any Northern butter, and the price would be
uniform, because facility of transporation would give
it the advantage of several markets. He would enter
into this contract with any good farmer in the coun-
try : If he will keep an exact account of his savings
after the completion of the Road, for five years, for
the articles of salt, sugar, coffee, iron and molasses.
and, on his exports, give the savings to him, the
General would agree to reimburse him all his increased
State taxes. .

Gen. S. said he had to pay more freight on some
boxes sent to him from Goldsborough to this City,
than it had cost him from Charleston to Goldsborough.
The wagon freight was for 51 miles, and the other
near 460. He had heard the remark that we could
not be worsted, and might be benefitted, and he re-
garded the author of itas a seusible man. i
that your neighbors advance and you stand still?
You cannot maintain this position long ; you must
advance or recede. While he was abroad, Englaad
appropriated about 50,000,000 to relieve Ireland,
and most of it came to the United States to purchase
provisions, and yet North Carolina did not reap a dol-
lar of it. And why?! Becauseshe had no means of
transporting her provisions f.rorn the interior, where
they were made. Again, it is objected that we have
no seaport town. 'Tis not true. Wilmington hasa

ood bar of 14 feet water and Newbern 7 over bar.
Ele saw in Wilmington, cabbages, potatoes, onions,
&ec., brought from the North, by vessels, who took
on freight Naval Stores for the West Indies, who
brought back Groceries, which were taken to New
York, and afterwards actually brought there \b\;ﬁa
merchant in Rowan, and re-shipped to him, via Wil-
mington. It was the same case with salt, and there
could not be a doubt that on the completion of the
Central Road, Salt could be bought in Raleigh at 40
cents. Moreover, the building of the Central Road

“r'hy isit}

ed God to avert) when such a Road would be requir-
ed to concentrate our Mili forces. Such Roads
had been found to be worth all the forts and arsenals
that could be built.

And if the Central Road had been built, our Vol-
unteers, instead of marching hundreds of miles in
mud to get to the place of rendezvous, could have
been mustered in time to have participated in all the
glories of Scott’s campaign. ' '

In his advocacy of this work, he was zealous be-
cause he knew he was right; and he thought and
hoped that he was actuated by the pure and patriotic
motives which influenced our Volunteers to plant our
national standard on the ramparts of Vera Cruz, and
wave the starsand stripes over the Halls of the Mon-
tezumas in the Capitol of Mexico.

A STRANGE MISTAKE!

The leading article in the Banner of yesterday
contains certain errors, omissions, and mistakes,
which we cannot permit to goabroad, out of the State,
without correction. The article is headed, ** The
Southern Convention—Tennessee against it"’—and
the article goes on to state that—

*The Legislature which recently adjourned refus-
ed to countenance the proposed Convention here in
June—refused lo appornt Delegales to il—on the con-
trary condemned its purposes as set forth by some of
its advocates, in the most decided manner.”

The Banner must know that this statement is cal-
culated to convey an entirely erroneous idea of the
true state of the case. The fact is, as the Banner
well knows, that the Democratic House of Representa-
tives passed a resolution requesting the Governor to
appoint delegates to the Southern Convention, which
resolution was rejected by the whig Senate. The re-
i fusal, of which the Banner speaks, was, as that pa-
er well knows, simply the refusal of a whig major-
ity in the Senate, made up of men who misrepresent-
ed democratic districts, to concur with the [Touse! In
this state of facts, is it fair and honest for the Banner
to call the action of the whig Senate the voice of
Tennessee? Have we not much more right to call
the action of the House a decision of Tennessee in
favor of the Convention, than the Banner to call the
action of the accidental whig majority in the Senate
a decision against it? Why, at least, could not the
Banner have been honest enough to have told the
whole truth, and to have stated that the resolution
passed the House ¥—the House, which represented
{ the majority of the people of the State, as expressed
in the election for Governor, the main issue in which
election was this identical slavery question! The
accidental whig majority in the Senate has rendered
the course of that body altogether too infamous for
any body to hold up its action as’expressive of the
voice of Tennessee. Should the article from the Ban-
ner appear in the papers of other States, we beg the
friends of the South in those Siates to notice the fact
that the Democratic House of Representatives, rep-
| resenting the voice of a majority of the people of the
State as expressed in the election for Governor, a-
dapted the follswing Resvlulion :

* Resolved, That we request the Governor to ap-
point two delegates from the State at large, and two
from each Congressional District, irrespective of
party, and we recommend to the people of each coun-
ty, to appoint one or more to attend the conven-
tion, to be held in Nashville on the first Monday in
| June, 1850.”

{  This resolution was killed in the Scnate, by the
votes of Messrs. Gillespie and Tipton, whig Senators
from democratic districts! T'is is the way to state
the fact, Banner. '

But further: The Banner copies @ parf only of
the resolntions which were passed in both Houses
on the day of adjourninent, prefaced as follows :

“As a strong indication of the feelings which pre-
vailed in that body, the Lower House just before its
{ adjournment, passed by an almost unanimous vote
i the following resolutions, which were introduced by

[l
|

would bolster up and reanimate the other two Rail ! Mr. Allen! ) )
Roads, and open all their markets to tae citizens of | The resolutions, as published in the Banner, fol-
this and the western counties on the line of the Cen- ! low :

tral Road. He owned no stock in either of those |

Resolved by the General Assembly of the. State of

Roads, but they were good enterprises and he would | ZTeanessee, That the chief source of happiness and

be glad to see them prosper.
Gen. S. said he had some remarks for his political

prosperity of the people of the United States, both as
individuals and as a nation, has been conferred by

friends, though he did not intend to mingle this ques- !and through the union of the States, and the adoption

tion up with politics at all. In 1815, Wm. Boylan,
John Hinton and Seth Jones represented the County
of Wake and voted for certain improvements where-
in the State was to take'a third of the stock. The

of our sacred Consti'ution—the adoption of which
was effected by the compromises and concessions of
our patriotic sires, both of the North and the South.
And, :

Conmty endotved this vuteT;)eysere;:!:ﬁ!:ncg;r::iszeadl?l; ! piness and prosperity, and even liberty itself depends

j upon the perpetuity of the Union, * one and indivisi-
! ble.”

all of these gentlemen.
the improvement of our six Rivers, which he adduc-
ed for the purpose of showing that the State then
took stock, and that Internal Iinprovement was then
considered as a2 Republican measure, and if so, ould
not_be anti-democratic. Internal Improvement by
the States was a Democratic doctrine asserted hy
General Jackson in his Maysville Veto Message, and
re-affirmed by the late President Polk in his Harbor
Veto Message. Gen. S. gave a cheering account of
the high ckaracter of President Polk’s administration
abroad, and passed a hizgh eunlogy on both him and
Gen. Jackson. He asked, was not Virginia a Demo-
cratic State? and yct she had embarked in the enter-
prize to the amount of $7,000,000. Was not South
Carolina ? she also had her millions. Look also at
Georgia, with her Democratic Governor and Legis-
lature, taking the lead of all Southern States, not cm!y
in sach enterprizes, but also in prosperity. Her main
Roads now yield a nett profit of form 12 to 14 per
cent. Look at the Democratic Governor of Tennes-
see. He has proposed four roads, either of which
would cost more than ours. This was not and could
not be a partizan measure. He should never, by his
vote, sanction it as such.

He himself had always been for a thoroughfare
to the West. He was for a Turnpike Rcad west,
thirty years ago, and in 1840, when he was the De-
moeratic candidate for Governor, he was in favor of
such a scheme as ithe Central Road, and all who
voted for him, knew it. So were the Hons. L. D.
Henry, and Michael Hoke, and a host of others not
necessary to mention.

It was no part of his duty to defend the last Leg-
islature. They needed no defence; but as to the tax,
it had no direct bearing on the subject of Internal

Improvements. The State had heretofore borrowed |

the Literary Fund money, and as the parties were
equal in the Legislature, it was a good time to raise
ataxand pay it. They did so, and he heard no com-

what would miss the pocket of one would be sure to |
drop into that of his neighbor. Another result would |
be to build up the City of Raleigh, when there would |
be a constant demand for, and consump ion of, the |
products of the farm yard. This would be its mon-
eyed effect. But there would be another of equal
if not far paramount importance. It would be the
cause for and bring to the city a large number of in-
dustrions and enterprising and intelligent Mechanics.
See what the building the Capitol had already done.
Two of the mechanics who came hither to work on
that, were now numbered among the One Hundred,
while many merchants of this place held aloof, and
did not subseribe a fourth part of that sum. It might
be disparagement to others thus to speak, but in 0
great an enterprise he should speak loudly and let
those wince who were galled by the truth. He ad-
vocated this Road because it was emphatically and
essentially a work for the benefit of the landholder,
the mechanic, and the laborer.

It had been ebjected that the stock in this Road
would be worthless,and the reason assigned was that
the stock of the Raleigh and Gaston Road was so.
But there was no similarity between them. The
Gaston Road was' built when we were ignorant of

plaint, save from the money-lenders, and they ought
to be the last, as they had all the profits of govern-
ment, and had heretofore contributed nothing for its
support. ‘That provision of the law was good.

He had eaid he was not a Stockholder in either of
the other Roads, but 1n this he had subscribed $1000,
and stood pledged as one of the hundred. He valued
his real estate near Raleigh, at $10,000, and was
willing to subscribe the tenth part; and if others
would follow the example, the road would soon be
built. If engugh would come forward and nrake up
the snm of $10,000, they would pay the money.
But if necessary for the completion of the work, he
would raise the whole $10,000, as hard as it would
bear on him, and lose every dollar of it, too, rather
than such 2 noble enterprise should fail.

A Company from Boston had written to him, say-
ing they would take $250,000 worth of stock, if they
could get the contract for the whole Road. He an-
swered them that it was proposed to be a North Ca-
rolina Road, and if they came in, they would have
to do so as our people did. A

He had been accased of heing too zealous in the
work. Had other gentlemen been where he had been,

such improvements, and had cost at least twice as'
much per nile as the Central Road would. The'
Gaston Road went into operation with bad iron, stop- |
ped short before it reached the rieh fields of produce, !
and when there was but comparatively smalr

and what was worse than all, was completely over-

Whelmed in debt at the outset. With the Central | was at

travel ; | they ha
a8

and seen what he had seen, they would not think so.

1In England and France, and other places where they i

had millions upon millions invested in Ra.il Roads,
all was prosperity and plenty ; and in Spain, where
no Roads, all was poverty. -

ere was another aspect. All knew the country
present convulsed with dark and portentous

Road in each enumerated particular the direct reverse . clouds ; doubt and fear loomed over the futare, and

would be the case. It would go into operation free

the time might soon come (which he fervently pray-

Resolved, further, That the continuation of that hap-

That the destruction of the cause of liberty in
lour own beloved land will not eonfine its effects to
| the borders of the home of Washington, but would
| sound the death-knell of liberal government in every

| part of the civilized world.

| Resolved, further, That the patriotic people of the
State of Tennessee, deprecating the sad effects of a
disunion of these States, to themselves, to their chil-
dren, and to the world; and, also, feeling a sacred
| regard to the memory and services of their revoiu-
tionary fathers, will stand by and defend the Union,
‘¢ at all hazards, and to the last extremity.”

It is true that the foregoing is a copy of the reso-
lutions introduced by Mr. Allen. Butit is a mistake
i that they passed the House or Senate in the above
'shape. The last resolution was amended in the
House, before it was put uvpon its passage, by the
addition of the words,

“ And that the only manner by whick the Union can
be preserved in ils original purily, so as o secure lo the
several Slates their constitulional righls, ts by RESISTING,
AT ALL HAZARDS AND TO THE LAST EXTREMITY, any
and all allempts lo violale the spiril and inlenl of ils
I privisions.”

I" As amended, and as adopted, the resolution reads :
; Rm}ne%/‘urt:‘ser, That the patriotic people of the
State of Tennessee, deprecating the sad effects of a
disunion of these States, to themselves, to their chil-
dren, and to the world; and, also, feeling a sacred
regard to the memory and services of their revolu-
tionary fathers, will stand by and defend the Union,
“at all hazards, and to the last extremity : Jnd thal
the only manner by which the Union cun be preserved
in ils original purily, so as to secure fo the several Slales
their constitutional rights, is by RESISTING, AT ALL
HAZARDS AND TO THE LAST EXTREMITY, any and all
atlempls lo violule the spirit and inlent of ils provisions.

We beg the Banner to correct its copy.

But more than this: Mr. Perkins, of Williamston,
one of the leaders of the whig party in the House,
himself introduced in that body the following resolu-
tion, for which all the whigs who were present at the
t‘me voted, as a substritute for the original resolution :

“That the admission or exclusion of slavery, or
its sale or transfer from one State to another depends
exclusively upon their own peculiar laws; and any
act of Congress prohibiting or obstructing the same,
would be unconstitutional, unjust and oppressive, to
which the south could not submit without political
degradation, and which should be promptly resisted.

% That we leave it to the people of this State, to
take jnto consideration the proposed convention to be
held at Nashville in this State, on the first Monday
of June, 1850, to consider, devise and adopt such
measures as they may deem right and proper under
the circumstances ; and that they appoint such dele-

tes from each Congressional district as they may

eem expedient to represent them in said convention.™

The difference between the whigs and democrats
in the House appeared simply to be a difference of
opinion as to whether the delegates should be ap-
pointed by the Governor or elected by the people.

—We state these facts only to prevent erroneous
impressions from going abroad relative to the position
of Tennessee. .t home, here in Tennessee, we are
perfectly willing—doubly willing—that the Banner
should prove. its party to be tame submissionists.
Wé whipt them on this dssue last summer, AND WE CAN
ANNIBILATE THEM THE NEXT TIME THEY DARE APPEAR
BEFORE THE PEOPLE Of TENNESSEE IN A SIMILAR PO-
SITION. Nashkville Union.

PENNSYLVANIA—A CHEERING SIGN.
The following resolution8 were adopted * with ap-

plause and cheers that literally shook the House from | guage of the immortal Jackson, declare * that it must
| and shall be

floor to ceiling ”” by an immense meeting of the no-
ble Democracy of Philadelphia city and county on
the evening of the 22d :

Whereas, the stability of the American Union is
now seriously endangered, on account of a real or
supposed difference of opinion between the slave-
holding and non-slaveholding States, concerning the
constitutional powers of legislation possessed by
Congress over the subject of negro slavery in the
Territories of the United States, and farther on ac-
count of fear expressed hy the Southern Siates, that

Congress may at some future time, assume the right |
and the expediency to abolish slavery in the District |

of Columbia, and finally, by some claim of constitu-
tional authority, attempt to regulate the slave trade
between the States, or to suppress the institutions of

slavery within those States where those institutions

have been established by law : and whereas while,

gro slavery anywhere within the limits of our glori-
ous confederacy, nevertheless, as citizens of a State
bound by the compact of the constitution, made b

our fathers for us, we are willing to acknowledge a{l
the provisions and compromises on this and every
other matter contained in that sacred instrument, and
are ready and anxious to aid in settling this agitat-
ing and dangerous subject forever, upen a fair, just
and constitutional arrangement between the slave-
holding and non-slaveholding States : therefore, be it

1. Resolved, That the democratic citizens of the
city and county of Philadelphia, in this meeting as-
sembled, in common with the aimost nnanimous peo-
ple of the State, entertain a passionate affection for
the Union. They can never forget that the Union,
imbodying the spirit and principles of the great
stroggle for American independence, had its birth in
the bosom of this ancient city, the ecapital.of this
ancient Commonwealth; and by all the glorious
memories of the past, by the best interests of the |
present, and by the proudest hopes of the future,
they are bound in deep, lasting, and devoted attach-
ment to this, the noble and happy work of its wise,
virtuons, and ever-to-he-venerated authors.

2. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeling,
no more appalling misfortuneé could befall the whole |
country, both the free and slaveholding States, lhani
a separation from each other by a dissolution of the |
Union, whether in regard to their material prosperity
and wealth, their moral power or the security and
perpetuation of their liberties.

3. Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting,

{ There is no reservation in the opinions proclaimed in
as individuals, we deeply regret the existence of ne-|

]

S:tutei as a blessing of inestimable value, among the
richest bestowed by God upon man, and, in the lan-

d-ll B
17. Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting
be authorized and requested to appoint a committee
of 76, to be designated ** the Committee on the Per-
petuity of the Union,” and to have the general su-
pervision of all matters relating to_the objects of
this meeting. '
We regret that we have no room for the Pennsyl-
vanian’s brilliant account of the enthusiastic scene.
The meeting was a monster one—more than 5,000
persons filled the vast hall, before the hour of organi-
zation. * The enthusiasm was irrepressible, from
the beginning to the end. The cheers and applause
of the masses present were bursts of powerful accla-
mation. And when a small knot of Free Soilers at-
tempted to interrupt the meeting, the rebuke of the
Democracy was stern, commanding, and emphatic.

the masterly and comprehensive resolutions, and the
glowing and e!oauent sentiments of the speakers.
All will be found eminently Pennsylvanian and pa-
triotic ; and therefore, eminently national and Ameri-
can. The old and the young of the Democracy were
present—the veterans, who had fought in many a
hard battle, and who rallied with all their old ardor
for the established Democratic creed ; and the young
and gallant men who have embarked in the same
cause—the cause of country and right,—were pre-
sent in force. Bul one sentiment animaled the com-
pact and living mass ; and one outburst of approval
and applause greeted the resolutions and addresses.
They repudiated the Wilmot Proviso and its projec-
tors with scorn; and reaffirmed the old creed of the
Democracy with overwhelming unanimity ; and de-
clared that those who attempted to make that mis-
chievous expedient a test, were not entitled to the
favor or confidence of the party.” Eloquent speech-
es were made by Messrs. Charles Brown Fchair-
man.zvzlolm Cadwalader, Colonel Page, Robert Ty-
ler, Vincent L. Bradford, Benj. H. Brewster and
Danicl Dougherty, Esqs. We cannot better fill our
space than by brief extracts from the speeches of
these gentlemen, which we will give to-morrow.

_.It will be seen that. they regard the Union as in
imminent peril from the aggressions of the Northern
fanaties, and that they eall upon the North to as-
suine a conservative attitude, to respect the rights and
honor of the South, to maintain the compromises of
the Constitution, and to preserve the Union unmuti-
lated and untarnished as it came from the hands of

no greater calamity than the downfall of this repub-!
lic could possibly befall mankind, since (what is now |
apparent to all,) if the Union of these States shall |
continue to exist, and for the future to increase in |
strength and influence as heretofore, the pure, noble,

and holy mission of our country will be to conduct
to the enjoyment of its blessings, .under republican |

systemsof government, all those nations in the world |
fit for freedom.

4. Resolved, That the constitution of the United |
States, vests in Congress no power to make laws for !
the people of the Territories acquired by or annexed |
to the Union, but only ¢ to dispose of and make need-
ful rules and regulations respecting the territory or
other property belonging to the United States.”

5. Resolred, That by virtue of a natural and ina-
lienable right of self-government, the people of the
separate Territories, when politically organized, have
the power of making their nwn laws, and of execnt-
ing them so far as they do not confliet with the con-
stitution and laws of the United States, and there-
fore have exclusively the right to prohibit or allow
slayery in such Territories.

6. Resolved, That "the principle of the Wilmot
Proviso iz not a harmless political speculation or ab-
straclion, excused, if erroneous, by its alleged phi-
lanthropic intent, but is the same ancient, aristocrat-
ic, pernicious, and pestilent political heresy, (ever
repudiated and denounced by the democratic party
of the Union,) which seeks, by means of an impli-
cation of power by Congress, gradually to under-
mine State sovereignty, destroy legislation in the re-
spective States, consclidate the Union, and establish
on the ruins of State rights a central sovereigmy.il
easily controlled or managed by the few at the ex-
pense of the many.

7. Resolved, That it is contrary to the spirit in’
which the constitution of the Union was framed, and |
by which alone it can be perpetuated, to abolish by
act of Congress the institution of slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia without the assent of the people |
thereof, and the consent of the States which ceded
the District for the use of the government of the
United States.

8. Resolved, That we call upon our State Legisla-
ture to repeal all laws conflicting with that section of
the constitution of the United States in‘regard to the
restitution of fogitive slaves, so that the fundamental
obligation binding upon every citizen of the Union,
and the law of Congress passed to carry it into ef-
fect, may no longer bhe set at defiance, and the rights
of our southern hrethren trampled under foot.

9. Resolved, That the same political necessity which
required the foundation of the Union, notwithstand-
ing the existence of the institution of slavery at the
time in nearly every State, still demands the contin-
uance of the Union, notwithstanding the existence
of slavery in one-half of the States now composing it.

10. Resolved, That the sole hope of the negro race
in the soathern States, in respect to their eventual em-
ancipation from slavery, rests upon a faithful observ-
ance of the conditions and compromises of the con-
stitution of the Union, and that the reckless schemes
and¢ measures of the abolition and free-soil parties
(fast uniting) are directly calculated to perpetuvate
slavery on this continent in its harshest form.

11. Resolved, That, in an exigency like the pre-
sent, every true democrat will find in the democratic
creed—as proclaiined at Baltimore in 1848, and un-
derstood for half a century—the safest guide and the
surest protection ; and that it becomes every lover of
this blessed Union, and of the great party under
whose administration that Union has prospered, to
avoid all connexion with men who contributed to our
defeat in 1848, and who now invoke us to desert our
long-established and well-tried doctrines.

12. Resolved, "T'hat the gallant Democracy who;
stood firm during the dark and trying period of the
panic in 1834, when the timid faltered and the cor-
rupt gave way, will not be easily deluded from their

ood old creed by the machinations of men elevated
into prominence by a chivalric party, and disappoint-
ed only because their power was not perpetuated and |
their inconsistency endorsed.

13. HResolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting,
the subject of negro slavery, in its bearing on the
Union, does admit of adjustment, and should be
speedily settled FOREVER, on a fair, just, and consti-
tutional arrangement between the slaveholding and
non-slaveholding States.

14. Resolved, That we rejoice at the votes in the
national House of Representatives laying the Wil-
mot Proviso upon the table, as an appropriate dispo-
sition of a measure which did so much to procras-
tinate the war with Mexico, and to embarrass the
late illustrions ad ministration, and which events have
sufficiently proved to be without any practical impor-
tance, except for purposes of irritation and insult;
and we rejoice, also, that Messrs. Gilmore, Mann, !
Robbins, McLanahan, Ross, and Dimmick, six of
the eight Democrats from this State in Con
voted to extingutsh the fire-brand which has been
productive of so much disaster and dissension.

15. Resolved, That we heartily approve and en-
dorse the votes of such of the Democratic miembers
Afrom this county in the Legislature as voled against
the consideration of certain abolition instructing re-
solutions, offered by a Whig member from Crawford ;

and that we earnestly invoke them, and their politic- | the aggressive policy pursued by those who seem to
al associates in both branches, 10 adopt such meas- | entertain a fixed determination to overturn and set

ures as may be worthy of the key that binds the no-
ble arch, and to resist all attempts to give aid and
comfort to the agitators who would undermine this

glorious fabric of freedom.

16. Resolved, That we regard the Union of the

Washington and his compeers. 1t is refreshing to
hear such sentiments come from. the bosom of the
North. May they spread and multiply—Dbring the
fanaties to their senscs and secure, not favors, but
stern, simple justice to the South. Rich. Enq.
DEMOCRATIC MEETING IN GASTON.
On Tuesday the 19th instant, a meeting of the de-
mocrats of Gaston County, assembled at the Court-
House, in Dallas, to adopt measures to nominate can-
didates in old Lincoln for the Senate and Commons.
On motion of Larkin Stowe, Esq., Isaac Holland,
Esq. was called to the Chair, and J. Webster and E.
W. McAlister were appointed Secretaries.
The “meeting having organized, Mr. Stowe arose
and offered 2 series of resolutions upon which there
was some friendly discussion. Mr. J. H. White fa-

-NUI.!BER ‘800.

2. Resolved, Thata Crisis has arrived when the*
Southern people must unite and act in their own de-
fence, if they would cherish and protect the Institu-
tions bequeathed to them by their ancestors.

3. Resolved, That resolutions of the Legislatyres
of the Northern States and recent demonstrations in
Congress, have satisfied us that a general feeling of
hostility to Southern rights exists among the people
of the Northern States of this Confederacy.

4. Resvlved, That there is a manifest expediency
in calling together the able men of the South in Con-
ve:‘;ion. to deliberate on the proper conrse to be pur-
sued, . '

5. Resolved, That we approve of the Southern
Convention, to be held at Nashville, '‘Fennessee, on
the first Monday in June next; sngd that we concur
with Mecklenburg, in recommending the appoint-
ment of Delegates to said Conven m this Con-
gressional District; and that we pledfge ourselves to
support the measures of the proposed Southern Con-
vention. : :

6. Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting
appoint ﬁftg delegates, to attend the Convention to
be held in Charlotte, on Tuesday of the Mecklenburg
Court, in April next.

7. Resolved, Thatall the Counties of this Congres-
sional District be requested to eo-operate in the meas=-
ulres :twcessnry to accomplish the objects contem-
plated.

8. Resvived, That the Secretaries of this meeting
forward copies of these proceedings to our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, requesting them
to presen: them to the two Houses orl?z)ongrm.

9. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting-
be published in the Lincoln, Charlotte, and Raleigh
papers ; and that the other papers of the State he
requested 1o copy.

T'he resolutions being under consideration, Mr.

Shipp, being calied on, arose and advoeated their
adoption with true southern zeal. He grew eloquent
as he progressed, and closed by declaring that he
was determined to stand up in defense of the rights
of the South under the constitution, so long as his
“old arm hung uvpon s shoulder ’—(Great ap-
plansa.?
Mr. Lander then responded to a call, and was fre-
quently cheered, as his soul stirring bursts of elo-
quence animated the meeting. While ho was speak-
ing, a high degree of Southern zeal pesrvaded the as-
sembly, which again brought up Mr. Shipp, who
said he was devoted to this glorious Union ; that he
would shed the last drop of his blood in its defense ;
but, if ever it was to be destroyed, he wanted to ses
the end of it. He made a powerful appeal in favor
of preserving the Union; but said he would value
not the shadow when the substance should be gone.
He advocated the Suuthern Convention at Nashville,
as a means to preserve the Union.

house; but, it being late, he declined delaying the
proceedings by a speech of length.

The resolutions were then again read separately ;
and, after some discussion, in which Messrs. Stowe,
Shipp, White and Lander participated, and amend-
ing by the insertion of the word **fanaties” after
the word * politicians”’ in the preamble, the resolu-
tions were adopted nnanimously.

The eighth resolution was offered by Mr. White,
amended by the meeting, and passed nnanimously.

The following are the names of the delegates ap-

vored a course which would harmonize with the Ca-
tawba meeting, and Mr. Stowe urged the passage of |
the resolutions ; which having been slightly amend-t
ed, were finally adopted without a dissenting voice, |
as follows:

1. Resolved, That this meeting approve of the de-
mocratic party holding a cbnvention] to nominate a
candidate for,Governor of the State of North Carolina,
(at such time as may be agreed upon) ; and although
the party has been repeatedly beaten for that office,
yet trusting in the correctness of our principles, and
encouraged by the great changes made under a gal-
lant leader in the last contest for that office, cause us
to believe that we have only to persevere to succeed.

2. Hesolved, That the chairman of this meeting ap-
point ten delegates to atteud jointly with: others
trom other Counties to the Democratic State Conven-
tion, for the nomination of a candidate for the office
of Governor of the State of North Carolina.

3. Resolved, That the Deinocrats of (Gaston coun-
ty pledge themselves to use all honorable means to
elect the nominee of said convention.

4. Be il further Resolved, ‘That this meeting recom-
mend a convention of democrats from the counties of
Catawba, Lincolnand Gaston, to be held at Lincoln-
ton, on the 5th day of April Court, 1850, for the pur-
pose of nominating candidates for members to the
next General Assembly of the State’of North Caro-
lina from the county of Lincoln.

5. Resvlved, That the democrats in each captain’s
beat in Gaston county be 1ecommended to appoint

pointed to attend the Charlotte Convention 2
A. W. Devenport, R. M. Alexander, F. L. Hoff-
man, Col, R. Rankin, L. B. Gaston, A. C. Fulen-

| wider, Jas. A. Henderson, Milton A. Smith, James

Rutledge, Sidney T. Abernathy, Dr. James Aberna-
thy, Sam’l. Craig, Sam’'l N. Stowe, James Quecen,
Alexander Waer, John R. Falls, Andrew Love,
William Oats Sn., John C. Johnson, M. L. Phifer,
W. W. McGinnas, J. C. Stroup, Jacob Mauney, M.
M. Roberts, E. M. Adderhold, Jno. R. Oats, Gideon
Blackwood, Robert Johnson, Benj. Ormand, E. A.
McCarter, Capt. J. M. Wright, M. Rhodes, Caleb
Rhodes, John F. Gloss, Jas. J. Lessis, Jacob Plunk,
Esq., Issac Holland, 0. W. Holland, James Quin,
W. Pegram, Abram Mouney, Jacob Fronebarger,
Dr. Wm. Sloan, James H. White, James Lonorgan,
David Jenkins, J. H. Holland, W. F. Holland,
Jonas Deek, John Webster. .

Tue PresipeNt AT FrepeEricksBure. We men-
tioned yesterday the fact of Gen. Taylor's having
stopped in Fredericksburg and his reception in that
hospitable town. We give below the remarks made
by bim on the several occasions. Hereafter, we hope
to give a sketch of the sayings and doings at the fes-
tive board.

Upon the arrival of the trainat Fredericksburg Mr.
Sywe, on behalf of the committee addressed the an-
thorities of the town, and placed the President in their
charge. John M. Forbes, kKsq. on behalf of the Coun-
cil, then addresscd the President in a neat and ap-

five delegates from each of said beats to attend the
said convention in the town of Lincolnton.

6. Resolved, That, the more eflfectually to secure
the appointment of delegates, the chairnan of lhe]
meeting appoint two suitable persons in each of said
cotnpany beats, who are required to call meetings of
the people for the appointment of said delegates. i

6. llesolved, 'That the thanks of the whole cnunt}'i
are due and those of this meeting are hereby tender- |
ed to the Hon. Lewis Cass, for his able and atrial-l
ic defence recently made in the Senate of the li
States, in favor of the rights of the Sonth.

Under the 6th resolution were appeinted the fol-|
lowing committees, whose duty it will be to hold the |
delegatcs election in the respective captain's compa- |
nies : :

Capt. Crouse’s Company—C. Aker and F. Car-
penter.

Capt. Rhode’s Company—C. Rhodes and J. W.
McGinnas.

i Ci.apt. Henderson’s Company—M. A. Smith and |

. Fite.

. Capt. Hoffman’s Company—Col. R. Raukin and
Fred’k Hoffman.

Capt. Ratchford’s Company—Maj. Robt. Ratch-
ford and Thomas Lonargon.

Dewhart’s Creek—J. M. Hanna and Isaac Holland.

Tan Yard—A. D. Cox and D. F. Ragan.

. (I'.iapt. Lorance’s Company—Alex. Wearand J. R.
alls.

Capt. Fronaberger's Company—Capt. Fronaber-
ger and Thomas P. MeGill.

Capt. Featherston’s Company—J. H. Roberts and
Phreno Holland. .

nited '

MEETING IN GASTON,
For THe PreservaTion of THE CoxsTiTUTION OF
THE UniTeEp States,

On Wednesday, the 20th inst.,,-a meeting of the
citizens of Gaston County, to which all parties were
invited, assembled in the Court House in Dallas, for
the purpose of considering the best course to be adopt-
ed to resist the aggressions of the North upon the
constitutional rights of the Soath.

On motion of Bartlett Shipp, . Col. 0. W.
Holland was’called to the Chair, and Johfi Webster
and Joseph Shuford were appointed Secretaries.

J. M. Newson, being called upon by the meeting,
arose, and briefly stated the object of the meeting.

Mr. Stowe then suggested that, instead of appoint-
ing a Committee to report business, it would save
time, if any gent'eman present would at once present
resolutions for the action of the meeting, whereupon
Mr. Lewis arose and offered the following :

Whereas the continued agitation of the subject of
slavery, by reckless politicians and fanatics of the

North, calls loudly upon the people of the South toi{ .

take measures for the protection of their Constitu-
tional rights, we the people of Gaston County, with-
out distinction of party, have assembled together to
express our feelings, and to devise means to resist

?ido the Compromises of .the Constitution, there-
ore,

Resolved, That the threatening as the questio
of Slavery has assumed, _ldmoginhms hqpmpu:

propriate speech. Gen. Taylor replied as follows :

Fellow Citizens : Upon an occasion like the pres-
ent, I find it difficult todo justice to my own feelings.
The complimentary manner in which your orator hus
alluded to my past services, has created inmy bosom
feelings which 1 cannot find words to express. It
will be recollected that forty years of my life were
spent in the camp, remote from civliization. I have
been engaged in its active duties, and therefore am
not able to speak to you as I could wish. This is my
native State, and though I' have been a wanderer from
it for more than sixty years, I return with pride to
her bosom. 1 have been received as a friend, not as
a orphan cast off, but as a first or last horn child. As
to the military achievements of which your orator
has spoken, I hope it will be recollected that the
brave volunteers under my command are entitled to
a full share of credit. As to the Constitution and the
Union, 1 have taken an cath to support the one and
1 cannot do so without Ereserving the other,-unless I
comuit perjury, which I certainly don’tintend to do,
(laughter.) We must cherish the Constitution to the
last. T'here may be, and will be local questions to
disturb our peace, but afier all we must fall back
upon the farewell address of the father of his country.
ear this spot he spenta large portion of his younger
days an¢ much time in after life, and near here his
parents lie buried. Let us remember his farewell
advice, and let us, in all time, prescrve the Union at
all hazards.

I return you and the body you represent my sin-
cere thanks for the manner in which you have receiv-
ed me; and I also thank the Commitiee of the Leg-
islature who have accompanied me, for their kindness
and atteution to me here and in Richmond.

At the dinner, the Mayor, R. B. Semple, Esq. pre-
sided, assisted by a number of Vice Presidents.

When Gen. Taylor was toasted, he said :

Gentlemen : I will not inflict a bad speech upon
you; for, if I make a speech at all, it must be a bad
one. | maust say that as to the battles in Mexico, as
much credit is due to my associates, and more, than
to me. It was sufficient honor for me to lead sach
men into action. We are a mation of soldiers from
Maine to Texas ; and I will say that on both of these
lines of our operations in Mexico the sons of Virgin-
ia did their duty, and they will do it again and again,
so long as Washington’s name shall be remembered
among them. (Cheeu.z’

With regard to the Constitution and the Union, I
hope 1o stand by both s0 long as they are worih pre-
serving. 1 will give you a toast:

The friend, companion, and brother soldier who
fel}}by t?‘e side of 3 ashington—Gen. Hugh Mereer.

- Gen. Mercer, a descendant, rose and acknowledg-
edslh: compliment. ’ A
ubsequently, in reply to the toast complimenting
the county of Orange, Gen. Taylor rose ll;‘:l‘:ﬂ“‘
could not permit the occasion to pass by withont mak-
ing mention of the brave men who went from thie
locality long since, and fought with him sgainst the
Indians on our frontier. They had now left us to
an army above, where he trusted he should meet d{::
again. The compliment @ the county of Orange
\“Wﬁ a sentimept which he begged té offer’
: e

for any emergency that may arise.

memory of the late President: on,
acted such a mphummhder:mu‘m?
tution and putting it in operation nﬁm Enq.

Mr. Stowe was then called from all parts of the -
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